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;:Everyday Chinese is a multimedia package for the learning of Chinese. it is

designed to enable learners to master basic conversations and to improve
their communicative ability in Chinese within a short period of time.

Everyday Chinese features 900 sentences that are frequently used in daily
life, including a core vocabulary of 1,500 words comprising around 700
"Chinese characters, a supplementary vocabulary of 450 words, and 100
~basic sentences.

"'_'Besides the reference handbook, Everyday Chinese offers an audio CD
(_jn MP3 format) that contains the 900 sentences, 450 supplementary
~ vocabulary, and 100 basic sentence structures covered in the handbook.

We have received a lot of support from relevant government departments
“during the writing and publishing process. State Councilor Chen Zhili has
graced the package by inscribing the book title. The Office of Chinese
“Language Council International (Hanban) has offered immense support
“and pedagogical advice. Many specialists from home and abroad, as well
“as foreign professionals and students in China have provided valuable

‘suggestions. We owe the successful completion of Everyday Chinese 1o all
of them.

._"“'-'The Authors
~July 2009




Note on Translation

Translation from any language to another always
presents certain difficulties. In providing English
translations of the sentences in Everyday Chinese, we
chose not to follow literal translation, but instead to
provide the phrase or sentence we felt to be closest in
terms of function and semantic meaning. For example,
sentence 105 : Rang ni jit déng le translatés literally into
the English sentence “(I) let you wait a long time.” A
better functional translation, however, might be “Sorry
for having kept you waiting,” since an apologetic tone

is implied.
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EVERYDAY is designed to help business people, travelers and anyone 1yone
SE  who wants to quickly master enough Chinese for everyday aryday
conversations. The package comes with a handbook and an MP3 audio CD for .D for
learning anytime, anywhere. The 900 sentences featured in this package have have
been carefully selected by Chinese and American experts for its high functionality aality
and frequency. ;

» 900 high-frequency sentences, including core sentence structures and grammar
» Core vocabulary of 1,500 words composed of 700 characters
» Pinyin table for Chinese pronunciation
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