MAO TU (Articles)
I- PINH NGHIA MAO TU"

Mao tir 13 thanh phan dég trude danh tir va cho biét danh tir d6 1a mot danh tir xac dinh hay danh tir
khong xéc dinh.

I1- CAC LOAI MAO TU:

C6 hai loai mao tu:

- MAO TU KHONG XAC DINH hay con goi 1a MAO TU BAT PINH (indefinite articles)
- MAO TU XAC PINH (definite articles)

1. Mao tir khong xac dinh: a/an

+ Mao tir “a”: dtng trudc danh tir dém duoc, sb it va danh tir d6 phai bat dau bang mot phu am.

Vidu:

- a house (mot ngdi nha) -> Ta thay “house” 13 mot danh tir dém duoc, ¢ dang sb it va duoc bat dau bang
mdt phu am “h” nén ta st dung mao tur “a”.

- a student (mot hoc sinh) -> Danh tur “student” la mot danh tur dém dugc, & dang s6 it va duoc bat dau
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be“mg mdt phu am “s” nén ta st dung mao tur “a”.

+ Mao tir “an”: Ping trudc danh tir dém duoc s it va danh tir d6 bt dau bang mot nguyén am
(a,e,i,o,u).

Vidu:

- an apple (mot qua tao) -> “apple” 1a mot danh tir dém duogc, ¢ dang sb it va duoc bat dau bang mot
nguyén am “a” nén ta st dung mao tur “an”.

- an umbrella (mot cai 6) -> “umbrella” 13 mot danh tir dém duogc, ¢ dang sb it va duoc bat dau bang mot
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nguyén am “u” nén ta st dung mao tur “an”.

CHU Y:

+ Mot sd danh tir dém duoc, sd it duoc bt dau bfmg mot phu am “h” + nguyén am, nhung ta van sir dung
mao tur “an” ding trudce vi luc nay “h” 1a mot &m cam (khong dugc doc).

Vidu:

- an hour /'ava(r)/ (mdt gid) -> “hour” bét dau bang “h” + nguyén 4m “o” nhung do “h” khéng duoc phat
am nén ta st dung mao tur “an”.

+ Mot s6 danh tir dém duoc, s6 it dugc bat dau béng mot nguyén am “u” va “u” dugc phat am la “ju” thi
ta st dung mao tir “a” chir khong dung “an’.

Vi du:



(1))

- a university / ju:nr'va:sati/ (mot trudng dai hoc) -> “university” 1a danh tir bit ddu bang “u” va “u” duoc
phat am la “ju” nén ta sir dung mao tur “a” ding trudc.

- a union /'ju:nion/: (mot hiép hoi, lién hiép) -> “union” 1a danh tir bat dau bang “u” va “u” dwgc phat 4m
la “ju” nén ta st dung mao tir “a” ding trudc.

*Vi tri va cach sir dung:

+ Thuong ding trude danh tur dém duore, sb it va d6 1a mot danh tir chi chung chung, khéng xac
dinh (dugc nhic dén 1an dau tién).

Vidu:
- | bought a cat yesterday. (76i mua mot con méo hém qua)

Ta thay “con méo” trong truong hop ndy lan dau dugc nhic dén va ngudi NGHE trude d6 khong biét do
la con meo nao nén ta st dung mao tur khong xac dinh.

2. Mao tir xac dinh: “the”.

* Pirng trweée mot danh tir xac dinh da dwoe nhiic & phia truée (nguwdi NGHE da biét dwoc doi
twong ma ngudi néi nhic dén 1a gi)

Vidu:

- | bought a cat and a dog yesterday. The cat is white and the dog is black. (Hém qua t6i mua mét con
ME0 Va mot con ché. Con méo thi mau trdang va con ché thi mau den.)

Ta thay khi n6i cAu thtr nhét thi ngudi NOI 1an dau nhic téi “con méo” va “con chd”. Luc ndy ngudi
NGHE chua biét cu thé d6 1a “con méo” va “con ché” nao nén mao tir KHONG XAC PINH “a” duoc st
dung trude danh tur “cat” va “dog”. Tuy nhién, khi n61 cau thir hai thi nguoi NGHE da xac dinh dugc “con
meo” va “con chd” ma ngudi NOI mudn nhic ti (1a hai con vat méi duoc mua) nén MAO TU XAC
DINH “the” dugc str dung trude danh tur “cat” va “dog”.

* Ping treée mot danh tir ma sau danh tir d6 c6 mét ménh dé hay cum tir theo sau 1am ré nghia.
Vidu:
- I know the girl who is standing over there. (76i biét cé gdi ma dang ditng ¢ ddang kia.)

Ta thiy ménh dé quan hé “who is standing over there” 1a ménh dé theo sau dé bd nghia cho danh tir “girl”
nén ta st dung mao tur “the” phia trude danh tur “gir]”.

- The man with brown eyes is my husband. (Nguwoi dan 6ng ma c¢é déi mdt ndu la chong cia téi.)

Ta thay cum tur “with brown eyes” la cum tur theo sau dé b6 nghia cho danh tir “man” nén trudc “man” ta
can su dung mao tur “the”.

* Pirng trude cac danh tir 1a chi ngudi hodc vat chi c6 DUY NHAT.
Vi du:

- The earth goes around the sun. (Trdi ddt quay quanh mdt troi.)



Ta théy “trai dat” va “mat troi” déu duy nhét chi c6 mot. Vay nén ta s€ st dung mao tur xac dinh “the”
dang trude.

- The president of America is Obama now. (Téng Thong My by gio la 6ng Obama.)

Ta thay mot dat nudc ciing chi ¢ duy nhat mot “Tong théng” vAy nén ta sé stir dung mao tir xac dinh “the”
dtng trudec.

* Pirng treée mot tinh tir dé chi mot cong dong ngudi.
Vi du:
- The deaf are not able to hear. (Nhitng nguwoi diéc déu khong thé nghe.)

Ta thay “deaf” 1a tinh tir “diéc”.(thuong di sau dong tir “to be” hodc dimg trudc danh tir bd nghia cho danh
tur.) Khi tinh ttr nay di sau “the” thi nd s€ dong vai tro nhu 1a mot danh tur va chi mgt nhém hay mot cong
ddng nguoi “diéc”.

- The rich have a lot more money than the poor (Nhitng nguwoi gidu c6 nhiéu tién hon rdt nhiéu so véi
nguoi nghéo.)

Ta thdy “rich” va “poor” 13 hai tinh tir “giau” va “nghéo”. Khi di sau “the” thi hai tinh tlr ndy s& c6 vai tro
nhu 13 mot danh tir chi mot nhém hay mot cong déng nguoi.

* Ping trwde danh tir riéng chi HQ ¢ dang s6 nhiéu dé néi dén ca vo chong hay ca gia dinh.
Vidu:

- The Browns are travelling in Vietnam now. (Ong ba Brown (Gia dinh éng ba Brown) bdy gio dang du
lich o Viét Nam.)

Ta thay “Brown” 1a mot ho kha phd bién & Anh. Va khi ta st dung & dang s6 nhiéu va c6 “the” phia trudc
ta hi€u 1a ngudi nd6i mudn nhac dén ca hai “6ng ba Brown™ hay ca “gia dinh nha Brown”

* Sir dung trong céu tric chi dja diém, noi chdon, hay phwong huéng
Giéi tir + the + Danh tir (chi dia diém, phwong huwéng)
Vidu:
- I live in the North of Vietnam. (76i song ¢ phia Bic ciia Viét Nam)
Ta thiy trong cau sir dung ciu triic: “in” (gidi tir) + the + North (danh tir chi phwong huéng)
* St dung trudc cac danh tir chi nhac cu
Vi du:
- My daughter is playing the piano. (Con gdi téi dang choi dan piano.)
- My father plays the violin very well. (Bé téi choi dan vi-0-16ng rat giéi.)

Ta thay “piano” va “violin” 1a tén cda hai loai nhac cu nén ta st dung “the” diing trude ching.



* Sir dung trong ciu tric so sanh hon nhat
Vidu:

- Your sister is the most intelligent girl I’ve ever met. (Em gdi ban la c6 gdi théng minh nhdt ma t6i timg
gap.)

Ta thay trong cau st dung cdu trac so sanh hon nhat dbi véi tinh tir dai: the + most + tinh tir dai.

3. Cac trwong hop khong sit dung mao tir “a/an/the”.

* Véi cac danh tir riéng chi TEN dia diém nhw qudc gia, thanh phd, quén, thi xa,..

Vidu:

- My sister wants to go to England in the near future. (Em gdi t6i muon téi nuwée Anh trong twong lai gin)
- I live in Hanoi with my family. (Téi song & Ha Ngi véi gia dinh ciia tdi)

Ta thiy “England” 14 tén ctia mot qudc gia, “Hanoi” 1a tén ctia mot thanh phd va trude chung ta khong st
dung mao tu.

* V@i ngay, thang, nam

- My son goes to school from Monday to Eriday. (Con trai téi téi truong tir thir 2 dén thir 6)

Ta thiy “Monday” va “Tuesday” 13 hai thir trong tudn nén ta khong str dung mao tir trude ching.
* Vi cac mon thé thao

Vidu:

- 1 like playing badminton and football. (76i thich choi cdu léng va béng da)

Ta thiy “badminton” va “football” 1 hai mon thé thao nén ta khong str dung mao tir phia trudc.
* Trong cac cAu tric:

- at night: vao ban dém

- at school: ¢ truong hoc

- at home: ¢ nha

- go to school/ go to market/ go to work: di hoc/ di cho/ di lam



BAI TAP TONG HQP VE MAO TU “A/AN/THE”

Exercise 1: Chon dap 4n ding dé dién vao chd trong (chii y: ky hiéu “x” ¢é nghia 13 khong cin mao
tir)

1. We are looking for place to spend night.
A. the/the B. a/the C. ala D. the/a
2. Please turn off lights when you leave room.
A. the/the B. a/a C. the/a D. a/the
3. We are looking for people with experience.
A. the B.a C.an D. x
4. Would you pass me salt, please?
A a B. the C.an D. x
5. Can you show me way to station?
A. the/the B. a/a C. the/a D. a/the
6. She has read interesting book.
A a B. an C. the D. x
7. You’ll get shock if you touch live wire with that screwdriver.
A. an/the B. x/the C.ala D. an/the
8. Mr. Smith is old customer and honest man.
A. An/the B. the/an C. an/an D. the/the
9. youngest boy has just started going to school.
A. alx B. x/the C. an/x D. the/x
10. Do you go to prison to visit him?
A. the B.a C.x D. an
11. eldest boy is at college.
A. althe B. the/x C.x/a D. an/x
12. Are you going away next week? No, week after next.
A. an B.a C. the D. x
13. Would you like to hear story about English scientist?
A. an/the B. the/the  C. a/the D. a/an
14. There’ll always be a conflict between old and young.
A. the/the B. an/a C. an/the D. the/a

15. There was collision at corner.



A. the/a B. an/the C. althe D. the/the

16. My mother thinks that this is expensive shop.
A. the B. an C.a D. x
17. Like many women, she loves parties and gifts.
A.the/ a B. a/the C.ala D. x/x
18. She works seven days week.
A a B. the C.an D. x
19. My mother goes to work in morning.
A a B. x C. the D. an
20. 1 am on night duty. When you go to bed, 1 go to work.
A. alx B. a/the C. the/x D. x/x

Exercise 2: Cau chuyén sau dugc chia thanh cac ciu nho, hay doc va dién mao tir thich hop “a/an/
the hoac x (khong can mao tir)” vao cho trong:

1. There was knock on door. I opened it and found small dark man in
blue overcoat and woolen cap.

2. He said he was employee of gas company and had come to read meter.

3. But I had suspicion that he wasn't speaking truth because meter readers

usually wear peaked caps.

4. However, | took him to meter, which is in dark corner under stairs.

5. | asked if he had torch; he said he disliked torches and always read meters by
light of match.

6. | remarked that if there was leak in gas pipe there might be explosion

while he was reading meter.

7. He said, “As matter of fact, there was explosion in last house |

visited; and Mr. Smith, owner of house, was burnt in face.”

8. “Mr. Smith was holding lighted match at time of explosion.”

9. To prevent possible repetition of this accident, I lent him torch.

10. He switched on torch, read meter and wrote reading down on
back of envelope.

11. I said in surprise that meter readers usually put readings down in
book.

12. He said that he had had book but that it had been burnt in fire in Mr.

Smith's house.



13. By this time | had come to conclusion that he wasn't genuine meter reader; and
moment he left house | rang police.

Exercise 3: Pién mao tir thich hop “a/an/the hoic x (khong cin mao tir)”” vao chd trong.

14. Are John and Mary cousins? ~

No, they aren't cousins; they are brother and sister.

15. fog was so thick that we couldn't see side of road. We followed
car in front of us and hoped that we were going right way.

16. I can't remember exact date of storm, but | know it was on Sunday

because everybody was at church. On Monday post didn't come because
roads were blocked by fallen

trees.

17. Peter thinks that this is quite cheap restaurant.

18. A: There's murder here. ~

B: Where's body?~

A: There isn't body. ~

B: Then how do you know there's been murder?

19. Number hundred and two, - house next door to us, is for sale.

It's quite nice house with big rooms back windows look out on
park.

20. 1 don't know what price owners are asking. But Dry and Rot are agents.

You could give them ring and make them offer

21. postman's little boy says that he'd rather be dentist than doctor, because
dentists don't get called out at night.

22. Just as air hostess (there was only one on the plane) was handing me cup of
coffee plane gave lurch and coffee went all over person

on other side of gangway.

23. There was collision between car and cyclist at crossroads near
my house early in morning.

24. Professor Jones, man who discovered new drug that everyone is talking about,

refused to give press conference.

25 Peter Piper, student in professor’s college, asked him why he refused to talk to

press.



PAP AN BAI TAP TONG HQP VE MAO TU “A/AN/THE”

Exercise 1:
1.B 2A 3D 4B 5 A 6.B 7.B 8C 9.D 10.A
11.B 12.C 13.D 14.A 15.C 16.B 17.D 18. A 19.C 20.D

Exercise 2:
l.a-the- a-a-a 8. a - the - the
2. an - the - the 9.a-a
3.a-the-x-x 10. the - the - the - the - an
4. the - the - the 11.x-x-the-a
5.a-x-the- a 12.a—the-x
6.a-a-an-the 13. the - a - the - the - the
7.a-X-an - the - the - the - the
Exercise 3:
14. X -X-X-X 20. X - the - the - a-an
15. The - the - the - the - the 21. The-a-a-x-X
16. the - the - x - the - x - the —x - X 22. the - a - x - the - a - the - the - the - the
17.a 23. a-a-a-the—x-the.
18.a-the-a- a 24. the -the —a

19.a- the- a-x-the- the 25. a - the - the



