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INTRODUCTION
Ldi md dau

Prepositions are classed as function
words in discussions of grammar; that
is, they fill a grammatical function or
purpose. The auxiliary verbs which
are used to form most English verb
phrases are also function words. The
particular function of a preposition is
to relate a noun, a pronoun, or a verb
form used as a noun to another part
of a sentence. The preposition can re-
late a noun to a verb :

Gidi wr duge phéan loai 1 tY chdc
ning khi xét vé mit ngit phip; diéu
ndy c6 nghia 13, gidi tr hoan thanh
mot chitc ning hay mét muc dich ngi¥
phép. Trg dong 1 1a cac dong tif dugc
st dung dé hinh thanh hau hél cic
cum ti¥ ddng Y trong tiéng Anh ciing
1a tY chidc ning. Chiic ning dédc biét
clia mot gigi tir 12 lién k&t mt danh
tir, mot dai tY, hay mdot dang thifc cua
dong tr dugc st dung nhu mgt danh
(¥ v6i mdt b phan khic trong ciu,
Gidi tY c¢é thé lién k&t mot danh tiY
véi mGt dong wr :

We talked about the weather.

It can relate one noun to another
noun :

Gi6i W c6 thé lién két mdt danh
v4i mot danh tr khac :

I read a book about the stars.

It can also relate a noun to an adjec-
tve :

Gidi (¥ ciing c6 thé lién k&t mot danh
(Y véi mot tinh i :

She’s happy about her promofion.

A preposition with its object {the
word or expression that follows it) is
called a prepositional phrase. The ob-
ject of a preposition is always a noun,
a pronoun, or a verb form used as a
noun,

Gidi tif cing vdi tdc ti¥ cda né (wr
hodc cum t theo sau gidi tir d6) dudc
goi 1a cum Y gidi tir. Tic tif cia mot
gidi tir ludn Judn 12 mot danh tit, mGt
dai tit, hay mot dang thic cia dong
tir dudc s dung nhu mét danh tu.

She asked me about the memorandum.
I forgot to send her a copy of it.
She walked away without speaking to me.
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The object of the preposition can have
any or all of its usual modifiers.

They live in a big house.

Tac WY clia giGi WY c6 thé ¢é bal o
hogc 14l cd cdc Y bé nghia thudng
gap.

They live in the big house on the hill.
They live in the big house on the hill that they bought last year.

The verb form that follows a
preposition is usually the present par-
ticiple, the -ing form of the verb.

Pdng tr theo sau gidi t thudng &
dang phan tir hién tai, tdc 12 hinh thitc
-ing cua dbng i,

I've been thinking about studying physics.
You can depend on my finishing this job foday.

Note that in the second sentence, fin-
ishing has its own subject (my), its own
object (this job), and an adverbial modi-
fier of time (today).

The only exception is to when it serves
as the sign of the infinitive; in this
case, to is followed by the simple form
of the verb.

I want fo read that book.

Prepositions are single words like
about, to, and before. They also in-
clude several phrases that act as prepo-
sitions- because of, in case of, and in
addition to, for example. Many of the
single-word prepositions are among
the most common words in English.
Such prepositions as to, at, in, on,
with, by, for, and from are high on
all the frequency counts that have been
made on the vocabulary of English.
Many prepositions, particularly those
that refer to directions, like up, down,
over, under, also act as adverbs.

I climbed up the stairs.

Chiyringtrongciuthithai, Wfinishing
c6 chu tiy cua riéng né (1 my), tic W
cua riéng né (1 this job), va ml trang
tit bd nghia chi thdi gian (1l today).

Ngoai 1& duy nhat 12 u fokhi dong vai
trd trnhdndién cia métddng tirnguyén
thé; trong trudng hop nay, theo sau &
13 hinh thitc nguyén thé clia dong t.

Gidi tiY 1a cdc tir don 1é nhu about,
to, vi before. Gidi tiY con la cac cum
ti, ching han nhu because of, in case
of va in addition to. Nhiéu gidi Wf
mot-tr 13 nhitng tr xudt hién nhicu
nhat trong tiéng Anh. Nhimng gidi Wf
nhv fo, at, in, on, with, by, for, va {}vm
c6 Uan sO xuat hién cao trong tiilfé
thdng ké ngdn ngit vé U vung Uéng
Anh dudc thuc hién tif truéc dén nay.
Nhigu gidi tir, dic biét 1a cdc gidi
chi phuong hudng, nhu up, down, over;
under con déng vai trd nhu trang W.

I'm going up fo see the director.
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In the first sentence, up is a preposition
followed by a noun. In the second
sentence, #p is not followed by a noun
and therefore acts as an adverb.

Prepositions act as function words,
but like the modal auxiliary verbs
(may, can, should, erc.), they also have
meanings. Indeed, some of the more
common prepositions have many dif-
ferent meanings. Sometimes a prepo-
sition, with, for example, has meanings
that are almost opposite.

Trong céu tht nhat, up1a mot gidi tiy
c6 danh tr theo sau. Trong ciu thi
hai, up khéng c6 danh ¥ theo sau va
vi th€ d6ng vai trd nhu trang .

Gidi Y tuy 1a tlf chifc ning, nhung
giong nhu tr¢g déng wr (mav, can,
should, v.v...), gidi wr cling ¢6 nghia.
That vay, mot s& gidi tf ritl thudng
gap c6 nhiéu nghia khic nhau. Ching
han gidi tr with d6i khi ¢6 cdc nghia
hau nhv trdi ngudc nhau.

I had a fight with my brother. (1 fought against him.)
I'm going to stick with my brother, no matter what happens.
('m going to support him.)

This book is intended to help students
of English learn the different uses of
the prepositions. It lists 115 preposi-
tions or phrases that act as preposi-
tions. A definition is given for each
different meaning of the preposition,
and this is followed by one or more
examples of the use of the preposition
in that meaning. In some cases, a par-
ticular meaning is further clarified by
an illustration. A few archaic prepo-
sitions - anent, ere, saving, and unto,
for example - have been omitted. Also,
a few of the longer and stylistically
more awkward phrases - in the event
of and as a result of, for example -
have not been included.

Students of English must learn to
understand and use the prepositions.

This book is offered in the hope that

it will make that task easier.

Cudn sdch nay dudc bién soan vdéi
y dinh gitip cho hoc vién ti€ng Anh
ndm dudc cdc c4ch sit dung khac nhau
cia gidi tr. Sach liét ké 115 gidi Y
va cdc cum Y déng vai tro nhu gidi
tY. MAi nghia khdc nhau clda mét gidi
t déu c6 dinh nghia riéng , va ti€p
sau dinh nghia 13 mdt hoic nhiéu vi
du vé cdch st dung mot gidi Wy véi
mdt nghia riéng biét. Trong mdt s&
trudng hgp, mdt nghia dic biét nao dé
sé dugc minh hoa thém bing hinh vé.
Mot so it gi6i tr ¢6, ching han nhu
anent, ere, saving, va unto dudc loai
bd. Tuong ¢, mot s8 cum tiY dai dong,
luém thudm kiéu cdch, ching han nhu
in the event of va as a result of khong
xuat hién trong séch.

Hoc vién ti€ng Anh phai hoc dé
hi€u va st dung dugc giéi tir. Hy vong
rang cudn séch ndy s& lam cho cong
viéc d6 dé dang hon.
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